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H azel Irene Kepler, 95, of Decatur, Illinois, passed away March

3, 2023, at Fair Havens Senior Living Center.

Hazel was born in Dieterich, Illinois, on September 26, 1927, the daughter of Cecil and Mayme

(Bryan) Lewis. After graduating from Beecher City High School, she became a factory worker. She
later worked for JCPenney in downtown Decatur, where one of her duties was to attract toy car
buyers by driving one of the cars around the store. She was an enthusiastic crafter, proving her

talent in beaded banners, plastic canvases, baskets, wreaths, and quilts. She had a very strong work
ethic, which was evident in both her job and her volunteer work. Hazel was a member of the

Penney Pals, a group of retired JCPenney workers. She married Frankie Knierim, and he
preceded her in death in 1972. She later married Horace Kepler, and he preceded her in death in
2011.

Hazel is survived by her children, June Ellen Bunning and Bob (Joni) Knierim; stepson James
(Debbie) Kepler; siblings Donald Lewis, Aileen (William) Hupp, and Judith Marshall;
grandchildren Donald (Ruth Garrison) Bunning, Crystal Kepler, Jennifer (Lee) Sharp, Anthony

(Samantha) Knierim, Alyssa (Greg) Staggs, and Ashley (Alex) Kidd; and great-grandchildren
Morgan, Brett, Brian, Elliana, Hendricks, and Declan. She was preceded in death by both her

husbands, her parents, her son Tommy Lee Knierim, and siblings Gerald Lowell Lewis, Cecil
Howard Lewis, Randall Lewis, Kenneth Lewis, Janet Lewis, and Norman Lewis; and son-in-law
Eugene Bunning.

Visitation for Hazel will be held from 10am to 11am on Thursday, March 9, at Graceland Fairlawn
Funeral Home. Funeral service will begin at 11am in the funeral home. Burial in Fairlawn

Cemetery will follow the service. Memorials may be directed to a charity of the donor’s choice.
Condolences may be shared with the family at www.gracelandfairlawn.com.
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Visitation

Graceland Fair lawn Funeral Home

2091 N. Oakland Avenue, Decatur IL 62526

Funeral Service

Graceland Fair lawn Funeral Home

2091 N. Oakland Avenue, Decatur IL 62526

Burial Following Services

Fair lawn Cemetery

1600 W. King St., Decatur IL 62522

Cemetery Details

Fair lawn Cemetery

1600 W. King St., Decatur IL 62522

(217) 615-0724
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Thursday,March 9, 2023

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CT

Thursday,March 9, 2023

11:00 AM CT

Thursday,March 9, 2023
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GL Glenna  Kathleen Lewis posted:

Mom, Irene Lewis loved Hazel. Hazel was so kind and supportive of her. I'm glad Mom and I had a

nice visit with Hazel before she moved to Texas. Kathy Lewis

March 8 at 5:11 PM

MF Mike Fryman posted:

My sympathies to June and Bobby.Mike Fryman

March 7 at 5:21 AM

PF Patsy, Jerry, And Debbie And Families sent a Sweet Tranquility Basket to the

Kepler family.

March 7 at 2:07 AM

WF Will And Plearn Staggs And Family sent an Arrive in Style  to the Kepler family.

March 6 at 12:40 PM

JL Joan Lewis posted:

So sorry . My prayers with the family. Larry said she was his favorite cousin. They had some very

nice chats.

March 4 at 3:40 PM

Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Kepler family.

March 4 at 2:52 PM
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Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Kepler family.

March 4 at 2:44 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Hazel by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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